The disintegration of the Soviet Union from 1989 to 1991 led to more independent nation-states being formed in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, and global capitalism, with its institutions and practices, experienced significant expansion into the Eastern bloc. However, even though Socialist China has been gradually absorbed into the global capitalist system, its staggering economic growth over the past three decades-and its resource-focused diplomatic, economic and increasingly political overseas endeavors-have left several unanswered questions.
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Research Questions
As China is presently a regional power within Asia and a world economic power, given its continued growth and expansion into various parts of the world, it has become a major global player in terms of state-sponsored transnational overseas projects. There is therefore a necessity to re-configure China's historically constituted, deep-seated ruling repertoire, especially how it has managed to rule long distances from Peking/Beijing to the inland and coastal frontiers. This project seeks to answer the following questions:
( A Revolution from Within: Rethinking "Global Coloniality"
" [C] oloniality is the hidden side of modernity" and therefore is "constitutive of modernity." 1 Accordingly, since the 16th century, when various European states extended their imperial reach into other parts of the world, "the colonial matrix of power" has operated in four interconnected spheres of life, whereby struggles and conflicts over control and domination for which "the imposition of a particular lifestyle, moral, economic, structure of authority, etc., implies the overcoming, destruction, marginalization of the existing pre-colonial order": 2
(1) The struggle for economic control; (2) The struggle for control over authority; (3) The control of the public sphere; (4) The control of knowledge and subjectivity through education and colonizing existing knowledge.
Approaching these forms of control on a global scale, "global In the midst of the state's sprawling into shaping individual subjectivity and communal inter-subjectivity, the governing elite has developed a specific "art of governing the self" in response to emotive undersides, such as disillusionment and depression, which is a result of the political discrepancies between (1) what and how to actually operate on the ground, and, (2) Localities, Vol. 3 "internal colonization" in which a competing set of controls and identities are instilled in their territories and population. Here, "internal colonization" refers to the Asian state's sprawling reaches to shape, dominate and naturalize the inter-subjective landscape of the inhabitants' life world in accordance with the historically-constituted and locally-specific colonial logics that could be traced to the "pre-colonial" era; i.e., Asia before the Europeans.
Alternative Colonial Formations in Asia
Long before China's first unifying state was founded in the Qin Dynasty (221-206 B.C.), archaeological and anthropological evidence suggests that circa 4,000-5,000 B.C., the sea-faring (1) To search for more land and sufficient food supplies as mainland China was already occupied by an immense and growing population; (2) To search for new goods for exchange and trade; (3) To create new settlements in order to perpetuate and extend one's own genealogy for future generations.
After the Austronesian rice-producing agriculturalists Informed by a combination of Leninist, pre-war German statist, and neo-Marxian strands of thoughts-which are relevant for understanding contemporary Socialist Chinese statecraft and strategic cultures-I consider "internal colonization" to be largely characterized by three monopolization processes conducted by state apparatuses:
(1) The monopolization of the legitimate use of physical force. This leads to the securitization of society, characterized primarily by the threat and use of force and implantation of surveillance systems against the state's "enemy." (2) The monopolization of symbolic violence. This leads to the state's attempts to endorse, magnify and propagate certain positions and knowledge regimes, which can also sideline, suppress, and silence other unfavorable knowledge regimes. (3) The monopolization of control over economic resources. This leads to the state's and its agents' accumulation and appropriation of the means and modes of production, such as land, natural resources, labor and tools. In summation, as China's global reach continues to extend, Hong Kong's democratic future will remain contested and unsettled. Through this contestation and resistance, Hong Kong's life world will also closely witness what a "global China" will mean to the world, as an alternative form of global coloniality continues to take shape.
